Overview on new immunologic markers for diagnosis of cancer.
There is a large and increasing number of tumor-associated markers which can be detected immunologically and which may be useful for detection, diagnosis and monitoring of cancer. These include cell surface antigens and other components specifically associated with tumor cells, ectopic hormones, and normal materials which are produced in increased amounts by or in response to the tumors. Some of these markers are only antigenic in heterologous species, whereas others are reacted to by the tumor-bearing host. The major current problem is to determine which of these markers may be applied to practical problems of immunodiagnosis.